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THE FEEDBACK
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July 2001

THE   AMATEUR   RADIO   NEWSLETTER

Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

PO Box 1259Laurel, MD 20725-1259

http://www.larcmd.org
   email:  larc@larcmd.org

Meetings and Nets:

( 1st, 3rd, 5th Wednesdays:

On-the-air Net at 8:30pm on 147.225+ PL156.7 (no tone required during nets)

( 2nd Wednesday:

Informal/Social Gathering at 7:00pm – Tubby’s Restaurant; Rt. 198, 1 mile West of I-95

( 4th Wednesday:

Monthly Meeting at 7:30pm - The Woman’s Club of Laurel, 384 Main Street, Laurel

( Nightly:

Informal Net/Rag-Chew from 9-11pm on 147.540

Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

c/o Kevin Arber, W3DAD

PO Box 294

Savage, MD 20763


FIRST CLASS MAIL
Next Meeting:

Wednesday, July 25, 7:30pm




THE LAUREL AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

Officers:


President:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Vice-President:
Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com

Secretary:
Ed Rummel
KB3DVC
301-422-6963
erummel@worldnet.att.net


Treasurer:
Jerry Siegel
N3WSG
301-937-1174
7447.1137@compuserve.com

Other LARC Positions and Contacts:


FAR Representatives:
Dan Blasberg
KA8YPY
301-345-7381
blasberg@bellatlantic.net


Laurel VEC:
Diane Cooperman
AA3OF
301-206-2420
aa3of@erols.com


LARC VE Testing:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


AutoCall Reporter:
Ed Rummel
KB3DVC
301-422-6963
erummel@worldnet.att.net

T-MARC/D-MARC Rep:






Public Information Officer:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Youth Programs:
Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net


Education and Training:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Technical Specialist:
Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
w3dad@amsat.org


ARES/RACES  Coordinators:
Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com


Official Emergency Station:
Pat Gormley
KK3F
301-864-4694



Official Bulletin Station:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


Official Bulletin Station: 
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net

Official Bulletin Station:
Al Brown
KZ3AB
301-490-3188
kz3ab@arrl.net


Official Relay Station:
Pat Gormley
KK3F
301-864-4694



Official Relay Station: 
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net

LARC Special Interest Groups and Mentors:


Antennas:
Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
w3dad@amsat.org


Packet Radio/APRS:
Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net


Repeaters:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


Satellite/EME:

ARRL Field Organization:


 Atlantic Division Director:
Bernie Fuller
N3EFN
814-763-1529
w3efn@arrl.org


Atlantic Division Vice Director:
William C. Edgar
N3LLR
814-362-1250
n3llr@arrl.org


MD/DC Section Manager:
Tom Abernethy
W3TOM
703-792-6270
w3tom@arrl.org
MD/DC Asst Section Manager:
Jerry Gavin
NU3D
410-761-1423
k2ilq@aol.com


MD/DC Emergency Coord:
Mike Carr
WA1QAA
410-799-0403
bamcc@erols.com


Affiliated Club Coordinator:
Tony Young
WA3YLO
301-262-1917
tonyy@juno.com

MDC Section Bulletin Manager
Al Brown
KZ3AB
301-490-3188
kz3ab@arrl.net

Items to be published in The Feedback should be submitted by the second Wednesday of the month.  Email submissions may be made to w3dad@amsat.org

The Feedback is published monthly as the newsletter of the Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

Permission is granted to reprint from this publication provided credit is given.

     Editor:  Kevin Arber, W3DAD 301-725-0038 w3dad@amsat.org

Publisher: Dan Blasberg, KA8YPY 301-345-7381 daniel.c.blasberg.jr@verizon.com

Editor’s Bit

Welcome to the July issue of FEEDBACK.  Deadlines for FEEDBACK are the second Wednesday, Aug 8.  I will be away on vacation during the August FEEDBACK work-up; please send your input to Pud, w3yd@arrl.net. 

FEEDBACK continues to seek input from club members.  We need your input to make this an interesting and informative journal.  Articles can be submitted at any time and will be published at the next issue with available space.  FEEDBACK articles are published in Arial 12 type with headings in Arial 16 bold.

AMSAT-DL reports that AO-40's orbit has been changed.  The perigee height was raised from 280-km to 851-km. Apogee height is unchanged. The good news is that AO-40 is now in a safe and stable orbit!  AO-40 satellite transponders remain off -the-air for now.  See also ARRL Special Bulletin ARLS010.


INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION/ARISS Information:
Worldwide packet uplink: 145.990 MHz - UI packets  (Please see the packet section of the ARISS web page before attempting to first work ISS on packet.)

Region 1 voice uplink: 145.200 MHz
Region 2/3 voice uplink: 144.490 MHz
Worldwide downlink: 145.800 MHz
TNC callsign NOCALL


While having lunch with an old ham friend Al, NG0C, he mentioned that NF0Z has developed a metalized tape that uses a conductive adhesive for use as a concealed antenna.  The tape is thick so it is not prone to breaking like alarm tape.  I have not checked it out but my friend says it works great.  NF0Z, Larry Feick, 152 College Dr., Auburn Hills, MI, 48236.  248-853-0430.  

Kevin/W3DAD

Welcome to the Laurel Amateur Radio Club (LARC)

If this is the first FEEDBACK you’ve received, it’s because we, the LARC, are looking for a few more good members.  We queried the QRZ data base, and found over 300 amateurs in the four major Zip codes of Laurel, and thought we would write a letter, introducing ourselves, and invite you to our next meeting(s) … no strings attached.

The LARC is basically a public-service oriented club, but we do participate to a small extent in some of the major contests (more on this later).  Under our public service hats we provide communication support to Laurel Main Street Festival, the October Riverfest, the Fourth of July festivities, and the Christmas tree/Santa parade in early December, the Pallotti 5K in July, and probably a few more that escape me at the present. 

We also supply communications around the course for the DC Roadrunners for their Labor Day and post-Christmas 10-20 K runs in the Agriculture Center in Beltsville, as well as their Presidents Day marathon in mid-February  (this event can be used as a qualifier for the Boston Marathon.)

The LARC has won the MDC QSO party four consecutive years … the last time our club score was higher than the other nine club scores COMBINED!  We are trying again this year, and I understand a few other clubs have challenged us!  (Good luck, Charley)  We also have an effort during the SweepStakes, and selected other major contests … but so far, it’s been for fun, and not to compete against PVRC, etc.  In fact, we are a regional club for PVRC, and once our club station becomes operational, we will mount major efforts in some of those contests, also. (We need CW operators …)  And Field Day (just held in June) is a major event … fun/social, and a little bit of ham radio, too!

We are currently getting our “club shack” put together … we have a large room attached to the Laurel Armory, corner of 5th and Montgomery.  This will house not only our HF/VHF stations, but also a UHF (440) repeater that will soon go into operation.  

Our meeting schedule:  Business meeting is the 4th Wed of each month (hence the publication schedule for our newsletter, the FEEDBACK) at 7:30pm, in the Laurel Woman’s Club, 384 Main Street.  On the 2nd Wed we have an informal “eye-ball” social at Tubby’s in West Laurel on 198.  The odd Wednesdays will find us on the 147.225 repeater, operated by our club member John Creel/WB3GXW, at 8:30pm.  Also, almost every night around 9:30 there is a small group which meets on “our” simplex frequency, 147.540.

Finally, I bet a lot of you may have met us at one of our VE-sessions.  The Laurel VEC is one of the 15 active VE’s in the country, and offers exams (no charge) on the 3rd Saturday morning of each month at the Woman’s Club.  We will help you upgrade, if that is in your schedule, or we could use your help administering some of the sessions.  We also test at selected hamfests in the area … the next one being the FAR-Fest, Sept 30, at the Bowie Baysox Stadium.

Dues are a modest $15/year … but the spirit of ham radio is priceless!  (is that corny, or what?)

PRESIDENT’S RAMBLINGS

Most of the notes I had for this issue our on my sick laptop at the Hospital_CompUSA, but I will try to muddle through and let you know how things look from “the top”, in no particular order.

The July Fourth (I mean seventh) event went off smoothly…parade coordination in the morning, and a little bit of fireworks help in the evening.  Once again we had a packet link between the parade registration table (Dave/KB3EFS) and the reviewing stand (Dan/KA8YPY).  Once the parade kicked off, Dave was on his way home, and Dan had the exact order of participants, so the announcer at the reviewing stand had no surprises.  Thanks, guys … 

Speaking of which:  Dave has informed us that he and family will be departing the area by end of July for greener(?) pastures in Waterton, NY.  Dave visited his parents last month and said he could see Canada “just across the road”.  Dave has been a major asset to our club, as well as the PG ARES/RACES club in his short tenure here, and we wish him good success at his new home!

The results are in:  21 members/guests responded to the ballot question of whether we should invest in a 440 (UHF) repeater?  20 votes were yes; one voter said let’s discuss it, since it’s a major expense ($247 for the receiver board).  Simultaneously, folks were making pledges to help against the cost, and so we have decided to go ahead with the purchase.  If all pledges are met, we will have in excess of $300 (again, exact figures are on my laptop … see above), but we will also have other expenses than just the rcvr board, so donations are still welcome for this project. As we collect and spend monies, we will keep you informed via the treasurer’s report at the monthly meetings.

Today I went by the Ram’s Head pub … AUG 5 semi-social social in honor of Bob/K3OH and Roger/W3LM.  No charge for a room; everyone on their own ticket; rumor has it they serve good sandwiches (lunch menu) and have some wicked micro-brews.  Will just need a show-of-hands as to how many, so they know which room to hide us in.  (Cathy said her Dad was a ham ..Ed Summerset/WA3FKC … lived in Md City … some of you probably knew him.)

Amateur EXTRA:  This element (4) question pool will be revised next July, so if you’re planning to upgrade, might be nice to keep hitting the books before the re-write of the question pool.  We have the ARRL manual available at the club-house, and all training manuals are available at SOMETHING SPECIAL COFFEE SHOP, 504 Main Street (they also serve a mean cup of coffee).  Also added to our library is the new ARRL Net Directory ($5.00), good for two years.

N3AUQ/Russ Studer popped into town last week on his way to his summer home in Maine.  About twelve of us had lunch at Sullivans, joined by some of the older-timers in the club.  Frank/K3LDE and Jim/KQ3S were there, as well as some of us youngsters (sit down, Howard!) We asked Russ to give us a little more warning next time … so we can do it again.  Thanks to Joe/N3TZA for setting this affair up on such a short notice.

Dates to remember:  the MDC-QSO party is Aug11-12.  We will be operating from our new club shack.  I have heard rumblings that the Md Mobileers are mounting a serious effort!  Also, Dan/YPY says he and XYL/Sue will be putting all counties on the air; Dan wants to capture the mobile award, and Sue is looking for the top spot in the XYL category!

Another date to plan for:  FARFest is Sept 30, and the LARC will be doing our VE testing again

73/PUD


ARES/RACES


The ARES/RACES program in Prince George’s County continues to grow with a current roster of 44 members. In a sense an active program is somewhat of a numbers game. The more people who are trained, the more the likelihood that there will be operators available in case of emergency. In our mobile society at any given time it is likely that some members will be on vacation, on work related travel, or otherwise unavailable to respond. An emergency may require second, third or more shifts.  Legally, in a declared emergency where RACES is activated, only hams who are currently enrolled in the RACES program may handle RACES related traffic. 


What types of training do the ARES/RACES members receive? We participate in public service events such as foot races where we monitor the course and work with a directed net control station. We’ve helped with the MS Walk and Christmas in April, where the field operations present us with conditions we might encounter during an emergency. Repeaters don’t work, we’re in a hole and need a relay, we’re spread across the county and need to shift to an additional repeater for wider communications. We learn to handle the curve balls thrown during these practice times. Every October there is the ARRL sponsored SET (Simulated Emergency Test). It is a national exercise. In Maryland, we are provided with a scenario and certain conditions are put to the test. For instance, at some point the repeater shuts off and all communications must be done simplex. On the second Tuesday of the month, most county Emergency Operations Centers participate in a communications exercise, designed to give practice copying messages and to show the readiness of the RACES groups to be able to activate their stations.


In our latest effort for ongoing training we’ve established an ARES net. The net convenes on the odd Tuesdays at 8:30 pm on the 146.61 repeater through the courtesy of the GMRA. The net is another source of training for traffic handling, learning to be a net control station, and so forth. 


At our last meeting, we had a power point presentation on terrorism. Our regularly scheduled meetings on the fourth Tuesday of the month try to include some topic relevant to our mission. As the station at the EOC takes shape, there will be instruction on using the station, packet, and procedures. Part of amateur radio’s reason for being is to provide emergency communications when called upon. I encourage any licensed ham to contact me if you are interested in being available and want to learn how to help during a time of need. My email address is jcross3@juno.com .


73 de Jim Cross/WI3N


 
Prince George’s Emergency Coordinator/RACES Officer

MINUTES FOR JUNE 2001

Laurel Amateur Radio Club


President Pud, W3YD, called the meeting to order at 1930.  Ten members were in attendance and the club had one guest, James, N5XNS.


The May minutes were approved as submitted.


Our Treasurer, Jerry, N3WSG reported the club had a balance of $1,265.66 on hand.


President Pud announced the new ARRL Net Directory is now available. He will try to obtain some copies at a discount for the members.


Jim, WI3N, gave a report on the club’s Field Day activities. 

The Laurel Amateur Radio Club enjoyed the participation of 21 hams in this year’s Field Day event set-up at its usual site at the Howard T. Duckett Dam in Laurel.  Two large tents borrowed from the Laurel Lions Club were erected immediately as a few raindrops began to fall.  Then the beam was assembled, installed in a bucket truck, and raised to a height of about 40 feet.  Next, we pulled up a dipole for 80 and 40 meters, fired up the rigs and went key down at 2 p.m. as a 2A station.  Since we had no computers this time, we logged the old-fashioned way.  Matt/N3JMK set up his Tech station and worked the band openings on 6M, operating off of solar power and a battery.  Two HF rigs were operated off of a large truck battery and a generator.  We sent a formal NTS piece of traffic to the SEC and copied the W1AW Field Day message for some bonus points.  A couple of attempts to reach two of the satellites didn’t pan out.  We couldn’t even hear a beacon on the RS-12/13.  We’ll try again next year.



We broke down the stations at 2 p.m. with plenty of help from club members.  The bucket truck was returned to the Fred Frederick Chrysler/Plymouth dealership and the tents to the Lion’s Club.  These organizations very generously donate these items to our use each year.  All the gear was returned to storage in the club shack where it will soon go into service as a club station.  But that’s the topic for several more articles as our station takes place.


It was agreed the club would send letters of appreciation both to the Lion’s Club and to the Fred Frederick Chrysler/Plymouth dealership for the use of their tents and bucket truck, respectively.


The 4th of July parade will take place on the 7th of July.


On the 5th of August, there will be a dinner at the Ram’s Head restaurant in Savage Mill, Maryland.  This will honor two of our long-time members, Bob, W3OH, and Roger, W3LM, who will be leaving us.  They will be missed.


Look for the Maryland QSO Party during the second week of August.  

There will  be more on this later.


The Club will take a table at the September Farfest.  Having the table will go a long way to promote the club.  It will be decided later whether to sell anything, to display promotional material, or both.


In connection with promoting the club, Jim, WI3N, suggested an ad hoc membership committee be established to seek out new members.  This will be developed more fully in the future.


Our Christmas dinner this year is scheduled for December 2 at Kaufman’s restaurant, the same place we enjoyed last year’s Christmas dinner.


The Red Cross Building in Laurel is no more.  It expired on 27 June 2001.  That space now belongs to LARC as principal lessee and will from now on be known as: The Club Shack.

Respectfully submitted,

Ed, KB3DVC

Secretary

News from Other Sources

AMSAT NEWS SERVICE BULLETIN 182.02 FROM AMSAT HQ
SILVER SPRING, MD, JULY 01, 2001
TO ALL RADIO AMATEURS
BID: $ANS-182.02

For the sixth consecutive year, NASA's Johnson Space Center will open
its doors to the public for its annual Open House event. For one full
day, Saturday, August 25th, visitors will have an opportunity to meet
JSC's workers, see how they plan and conduct human space flight
missions and learn about NASA technologies that are used on Earth
every day.

The open house is free to the public.

Exhibits and hardware from JSC's various programs will be featured in
more than 19 buildings throughout the center. In addition, tours will
be provided of the Sonny Carter Training Facility, where astronauts
train for space walks in the largest indoor pool in the world, as
well as Ellington Field, where NASA training jets, Shuttle Training
Aircraft and several KC-135 weightless trainers are based.

Visitors will also be able to see Mission Control where both the Space
Shuttle and International Space Station flight control rooms are
operating. This facility is the nerve center for human space flight
operations.

For more information about JSC's Open House, point your browser
to:

"http://openhouse.jsc.nasa.gov/" 

[ANS thanks NASA for this information]

/EX



Calendar

August

11, 12




MD/DC QSO Party

September

Hamfests 
29 July 2001 BRATS (http://www.bratsatv.org), Timonium, MD

12 Aug 2001, Southern PA Communications Group, http://www.carli-online.com/hamfest/, Shrewsbury, PA

30 Sept
FARFEST
For a complete HAMFEST calendar go to (http://www.arrl.org/hamfests.html#listing) 

Selected Contest Calendar

ARRL UHF Contest; Aug 4 & 5

Maryland-DC QSO Party 1600Z, Aug 11 - 0400Z, Aug 12 and 1600Z - 2300Z, Aug 12 

ARRL September VHF QSO Party; Sept 8 & 9
For a complete contest calendar go to (http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html)


















































































Directions To Ram's Head Pub


Located in the Savage Mill


From Laurel take RT1 North to Gorman Road (just past CarMax).  Left on Gorman to Foundry St. ( at the old RR bridge); right on Foundry, cross river and entrance is first road on left.  It is a sharp turn.  











