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THE FEEDBACK

Volume 01  Issue 10
October 2001

THE   AMATEUR   RADIO   NEWSLETTER

Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

PO Box 1259Laurel, MD 20725-1259

http://www.larcmd.org
   email:  larc@larcmd.org

Meetings and Nets:

( 1st, 3rd, 5th Wednesdays:

On-the-air Net at 8:30pm on 147.225+ PL156.7 (no tone required during nets)

( 2nd Wednesday:

Informal/Social Gathering at 7:00pm – Tubby’s Restaurant; Rt. 198, 1 mile West of I-95

( 4th Wednesday:

Monthly Meeting at 7:30pm - The Woman’s Club of Laurel, 384 Main Street, Laurel

( Nightly:

Informal Net/Rag-Chew from 9-11pm on 147.540

Repeater: 442.500+ PL 156.7 Hz
Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

c/o Kevin Arber, W3DAD

PO Box 294

Savage, MD 20763


FIRST CLASS MAIL
Next Meeting:

Wednesday, October 24, 7:30pm




THE LAUREL AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

Officers:


President:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Vice-President:
Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com

Secretary:
Ed Rummel
KB3DVC
301-422-6963
erummel@worldnet.att.net


Treasurer:
Jerry Siegel
N3WSG
301-937-1174
j_siegel@compuserve.com
Other LARC Positions and Contacts:


FAR Representatives:
Dan Blasberg
KA8YPY
301-345-7381
blasberg@bellatlantic.net


Laurel VEC:
Diane Cooperman
AA3OF
301-206-2420
aa3of@erols.com


LARC VE Testing:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


AutoCall Reporter:
Ed Rummel
KB3DVC
301-422-6963
erummel@worldnet.att.net

T-MARC/D-MARC Rep:






Public Information Officer:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Youth Programs:
Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net


Education and Training:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Technical Specialist:
Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
w3dad@amsat.org


ARES/RACES  Coordinators:
Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com


Official Emergency Station:
Pat Gormley
KK3F
301-864-4694



Official Bulletin Station:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


Official Bulletin Station: 
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net

Official Bulletin Station:
Al Brown
KZ3AB
301-490-3188
kz3ab@arrl.net


Official Relay Station:
Pat Gormley
KK3F
301-864-4694



Official Relay Station: 
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net

LARC Special Interest Groups and Mentors:


Antennas:
Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
w3dad@amsat.org


Packet Radio/APRS:
Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net


Repeaters:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


Satellite/EME:

ARRL Field Organization:


 Atlantic Division Director:
Bernie Fuller
N3EFN
814-763-1529
w3efn@arrl.org


Atlantic Division Vice Director:
William C. Edgar
N3LLR
814-362-1250
n3llr@arrl.org


MD/DC Section Manager:
Tom Abernethy
W3TOM
703-792-6270
w3tom@arrl.org

MD/DC Asst Section Manager:
Jerry Gavin
NU3D
410-761-1423
k2ilq@aol.com


MD/DC Emergency Coord:
Mike Carr
WA1QAA
410-799-0403
bamcc@erols.com


Affiliated Club Coordinator:
Tony Young
WA3YLO
301-262-1917
tonyy@juno.com

MDC Section Bulletin Manager
Al Brown
KZ3AB
301-490-3188
kz3ab@arrl.net

Items to be published in The Feedback should be submitted by the second Wednesday of the month.  Email submissions may be made to w3dad@amsat.org

The Feedback is published monthly as the newsletter of the Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

Permission is granted to reprint from this publication provided credit is given.

     Editor:  Kevin Arber, W3DAD 301-725-0038 w3dad@amsat.org

Publisher: Dan Blasberg, KA8YPY 301-345-7381 daniel.c.blasberg.jr@verizon.com

Editor’s Bit

Welcome to the October issue of FEEDBACK.  Deadlines for FEEDBACK are the second Wednesday, November 14.  
Kevin/W3DAD

PRESIDENT’S RAMBLINGS

WEB-SITE & E-MAIL: Just a reminder that LARC has an active web page and also a good exploder (to send a message to everyone at once).  Information on these two can be found in the Masthead of this (and other) FEEDBACKS.

FAR: I just returned from the FAR meeting at the HEMARC club location out at BWI.  In an effort to let member clubs participate, without all the traveling involved, FAR is moving some of their meeting sites around.  Sometime in Feb, I think, they will be meeting in our area again, and this would be a good chance to meet the FAR leadership, and also meet some members of the hosting club.  I believe BARC is the February host.

Nominating Committee: We will have nominations and elections at the October meeting.  The nominating committee proposed the following slate:  President, Jim Cross/WI3N; Vice-president, HD Scott/K3HDM; Secretary, Ed Rummel, KB3DVC; Treasurer, Jerry Siegel, N3WSG; member-at-large, Dan Blasbery.  The last three are incumbents; Jim’s been around forever, and HD has been a very active member of our club since he got his license in 1945!  Of course, nominations will be open from the floor at the meeting before we have the formal elections.  If you want to nominate someone, just get their permission, and their commitment to serve, if elected.

DC RoadRunners: As of now the RoadRunners plan to have their 10-20 miler on Saturday, Dec 29, and the Marathon on Sunday, President’s day weekend.  Stay tuned for final information

Repeater:  By the time you get this our 440 repeater should be up and running.  The equipment we had to order (antenna, lightning arresters, etc.) finally got here, and Jim and Dan, and others, will do the climbing and installing soon.  We’ll get the word out on the exploder as soon as we are “good-to-go”.  Freqs to know are:  442.500 + for the club repeater, with a PL of 156.7 Hz.  Also, our simplex frequency for the 440 band is 445.975 … registered with TMARC for the LARC club.  We would appreciate signal reports from you as you travel around the area.

Technician License class:  With about six folks showing interest, we started our Technician class on October 15.  This will be an abbreviated class, but anyone is welcome to come on down and participate.  We will have an FCC license test at the end, and of course all exams will be available, if anyone is thinking about upgrading.

Banquet:  We have decided on another great event at KAUFMAN’S; date is Dec 2 … details to follow.  We’ll get a shortened FEEDBACK out in early November with menu selections, maps, etc.  

Amateur EXTRA:  This element (4) question pool will be revised next July, so if you’re planning to upgrade, might be nice to keep hitting the books before the re-write of the question pool.  We have the ARRL manuals available at the club-house, and all training manuals are available at SOMETHING SPECIAL COFFEE SHOP, 504 Main Street (they also serve a mean cup of coffee).  Also available is the new ARRL Net Directory ($5.00), good for two years.

73/PUD

MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 2001

Laurel Amateur Radio Club


President Pud, W3YD, called the meeting to order at 1930.  There were 18 members attending.  Two guests were also present, Hugh/K3HU of the Voice of America Radio Club and William Hatfield/KB3GHJ of the Montgomery County Amateur Radio Club.


Last month’s minutes were approved as submitted.


Jerry/N3WSG, gave the Treasurer’s report.  The club has $1,489.37 on hand, of which $643.00 is designated for the new repeater.  Of this designated amount, $563.80 will be expended for repeater accessories.


Pud announced a membership survey will shortly be made in which members will be asked to indicate what capabilities they have.  He also said consideration is being given to publishing the Feedback on e-mail.  Should this be done, paper copies would still be available for those who wish to receive the publication that way.


The president also announced the board’s nominating committee selections:  President, Jim Cross/WI3N, Vice President, HD/K3HDM, Treasurer, Jerry/N3WSG, Secretary, Ed/KB3DVC, and FAR Member at Large, Dan/KA8YPY.  He asked for nominations from the floor and there were none.  Further nominations will be called for during our October meeting after which a vote will be taken.


Our annual banquet will transpire on 2 December at Kaufman’s.  Details will be in the October Feedback.


The next DC Roadrunners race is tentatively scheduled to occur between Christmas and New Year’s Day.  Details will be provided later.


The Laurel Gazette plans to publish an article with photographs about our club.  It should come out Thursday, 4 October.  The article will touch upon ARES/RACES as well as the club’s general activities.  In this connection, Jim/WI3N, provided members with a synopsis of ARES/RACES activities upon declaration of the National Emergency, including radio support given the Salvation Army for Pentagon disaster activities.  Toby/KB3BWR, Bob/K3OH, and Ed/KB3DVC gave brief presentations of their roles at the Pentagon.


There ensued a general discussion about the tornado, which recently struck our area.  This prompted the important question of “Who does what and when?” during similar emergencies.  The answer is:  Tune 146.610 MHz., check-in, and wait for instructions.


Our October meeting will be the last of this year.


The meeting was adjourned at 2110.

Respectfully submitted,

Ed/KB3DVC

ARES/RACES for Prince George’s County


September started out with a fun training event, helping with a 15K DC Roadrunners race through the Beltsville Agricultural Center. Nine ARES members were there to help by running Net Control and by stationing themselves around the course to be available for injured runners or any other problems. There were no problems and this presented another opportunity to practice our directed net operations. We plan to help with another race on the Saturday between Christmas and New Years. It’s a 10/20 mile race.


Then came the event that changed our world. HD/K3HDM drove to the EOC which was activated. Several others with their county ID cards joined him there and a net was established on 146.61 repeater. Members and non-members checked in and were told to stand by and listen for further instructions. The Fire Service Building was on lock down, meaning to get past the police guards you had to have your county ID or you were turned away. I was in North Carolina and finally managed to get a call through to the EOC to confer with HD. Since he was in effect the acting RO in my stead, I have since formally appointed him to be my Deputy RO. Our procedures in the case of an emergency are to go to the 146.61 repeater and listen. When a net is established, check in, then listen. Our procedures were followed and fortunately there was nothing required of us and the net secured at about 2330. 


In the days following, six members from Prince George’s responded to the call to help the Salvation Army at the Pentagon. We learned some lessons from participating at ground zero those lessons will be incorporated in future training. Three of the Pentagon ARES participants (K3OH, KB3DVC and KB3BWR) were at our regular fourth Tuesday meeting and shared their experiences with those present. Some of the points made during their talks follow. Most important was using good directed net procedures. Adequate equipment for the task was critical. Extra alkaline batteries, charged HT batteries, and a charger were essential. An old HT with 5W was much better than a new tiny one putting out milliwatts. If you are there for an 8 hour shift, be prepared for up to 14 hours. Because of noise, ear pieces are practically mandatory. Telescoping antennas are better than a rubber duckie. Put your gear in an easily carried tool box or some other appropriately sized bag. Have some adaptors, coax, rain gear, extra batteries or HT in there. Since you will probably be shadowing someone, fixed antennas may not be useful, but if you are fixed a ¼ wave magmount or J Pole is very useful. Kudos to K3OH, KB3DVC, KB3BWR, WA3YUV, KA3ZPA, and N3SYF for answering the call.


At 1830 on September 24, RACES was activated once again after what appears to have been a category F-3 tornado caused heavy damage from College Park to Laurel. A net was established on 146.61 and people checked in and stood by. Some members were caught in the traffic jams and reported in from there. A shelter was opened in Laurel and we were successful in having K3OH get a message to the Red Cross from the EOC. The net was secured at 2330. Thanks to K3HDM for running the net.


With the state of the world being what it is and with four wheel drive weather approaching, please contact me if you are interested in becoming a member of ARES/RACES in Prince George’s County. My email is jcross3@juno.com.  

73 de Jim Cross/WI3N


Prince George’s County EC/RO

Maryland QSO Party Results

Maryland Stations
Maryland Club Entries

W3FT        Baltimore ARC                        1,620   x   68  =  110,106     *

W3LRC      Laurel ARC                                811   x  51  =     41,361

W3GR       Historical Electronics Museum   567   x   62  =    35,154

W3HAM   Cheese Hollow ARS                    589   x  33  =     19,437

W3CWC   Antietam Radio Assn.                  530   x  22  =     11,660

N3AC        Columbia ARA                            303   x  27  =      8,991

W3VPR     Anne Arundel R.C.                        68   x  10  =         680
Maryland Single Operator

KE3VV     David Splitt      770   x   78  =  60,060     *

KD3O        Jim Fisher         796   x  73  =  58,108

W3CB       Cliff Bedore      520   x  44  =  22,800

W3CP         Jim Headrick   346   x  40  =  13,840

KD3JK        Bob  Long       397   x  32  =  12,704

AI3M        Dick Chambers   348   x   34  =  11,832

K3DI          Dick Wilder     390   x  29  =  11,310

K3TNM     Bill Bennett      389   x  29  =  11,281

KZ3AB       Al  Brown       322   x  25  =    8,050

W3ABC    Hugh Turnbull  315   x  25  =    7,875

N3MVR    Charles E. Mulligan          486   x  16  =    7,760

WK3I     Richard D. Eshelman           201   x  24  =    4,824

KC3T        Kathy Croft                       173   x  26  =    4,498  YL Second Place

K5ME       Robert Knibb                     167   x  22  =    3,674

WA3EOQ  Howard Reynolds             175   x  20  =   3,500

K3FT          Chuck Reville                   109   x  26  =   2,834

N3WKE    Rusty Schaefer  
147   x  17  =    2,499

N3QA           Cal Coursey  
 133   x  18  =    2,394

N3VGS       Tim Keener                     218   x   7  =     1,526

AA3WD   Howard  Feldmesser           90   x    9  =       810

N3KHK     John R Klim II                  70   x   7  =        490

K3LN          Ellen Engle                       92   x   3  =       276   YL

W3NHR         Jack Willock  
 58   x   2  =       116

KB3EPP      Bryan Wiles      
 67   x   1  =         67

Maryland Mobile

K4MUT     Bob McMeekin                727   x  39  =  28,353     *

K3TW        Thomas Warren               336   x  53  =  17,808

WB3AKD    Tom Dawson                  661   x  29  =  17,719

WA3EOP      Page Pyne                     465   x  30  =  13,950

KB3FRX      Bebe McMeekin            256   x   28  =   7,168  YL First Place
N3MVR   Charles E. Mulligan           424   x   12  =   5,058

KB3AOO  D.S. Mulligan                   379   x   10  =   3,790

KB8WHW  Donald  Jones                   311   x  12  =   3,732

KB8ZQM    Tina   Jones                      311   x  12  =   3,732  YL

K3NJ        John Croft Jr.                        26   x    7  =      182

Maryland Technician

KB3AOO   Donnie Sue Mulligan      379   x   10  =    3,790  YL Third   *
KB3GOS    Richard E French            181   x    4   =      724

N3TDN       John Smith     125   x    5  =        625

K3CWC      Gary Swales     99   x    4  =        396

KA2ZVZ     Bruce Schaeffer   156   x   2  =   312

N3MZB       Gene Sigler      52   x    3  =        156  Also Mobile
*   Wins Championship Plaque For Category
Calendar

Oct 15

Technician Class 
Laurel WC (Each Monday thru Nov 19)

Nov 17

VE Exams

Laurel

Dec 2

Banquet


Kaufman’s

Dec 29

Road Runners



Hamfests 
For a complete HAMFEST calendar go to (http://www.arrl.org/hamfests.html#listing) 

Selected Contests
CQ Worldwide DX Contest, SSB, Oct 27-28

ARRL SS CW, Nov 3-5

ARRL SS Phone, Nov 17-19

CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW, Nov 24-25

ARRL 160 Meter, Dec 7-9

ARRL 10 Meter, Dec 15-16

For a complete contest calendar go to (http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html)
























































































