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THE FEEDBACK

Volume 02  Issue 04
April 2002

THE   AMATEUR   RADIO   NEWSLETTER

Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

PO Box 1259Laurel, MD 20725-1259

http://www.larcmd.org
   email:  larc@larcmd.org

Meetings and Nets:

( 1st, 3rd, 5th Wednesdays:

On-the-air Net at 8:30pm on 147.225+ PL156.7 (no tone required during nets)

( 2nd Wednesday:

Informal/Social Gathering at 7:00pm – Tubby’s Restaurant; Rt. 198, 1 mile West of I-95

( 4th Wednesday:

Monthly Meeting at 7:30pm - The Woman’s Club of Laurel, 384 Main Street, Laurel

( Nightly:

Informal Net/Rag-Chew from 9-11pm on 147.540

Repeater: 442.500+ PL 156.7 Hz
UHF Simplex: 445.975, VHF Simplex 147.54 
Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

c/o Kevin Arber, W3DAD

PO Box 294

Savage, MD 20763


FIRST CLASS MAIL

Next Meeting:

April 24, 2002




THE LAUREL AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

Officers:
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Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com
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HD (Frank Scott)
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Secretary:
Ed Rummel
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301-422-6963
erummel@worldnet.att.net
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Jerry Siegel
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301-937-1174
j_siegel@compuserve.com
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Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
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W3YD
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w3yd@arrl.net


Youth Programs:
Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net


Education and Training:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Technical Specialist:
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301-725-0038
w3dad@amsat.org
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Jim Cross
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jcross3@juno.com
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KK3F
301-864-4694
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Kevin Arber
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301-725-0038
w3dad@amsat.org


Packet Radio/APRS:
Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net


Repeaters:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


Satellite/EME:
OPEN

ARRL Field Organization:


 Atlantic Division Director:
Bernie Fuller
N3EFN
814-763-1529
n3efn@arrl.org


Atlantic Division Vice Director:
William C. Edgar
N3LLR
814-362-1250
n3llr@arrl.org


MD/DC Section Manager:
Tom Abernethy
W3TOM
301-292-6263
w3tom@arrl.org
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KA3WWI
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Items to be published in The Feedback should be submitted by the second Wednesday of the month.  Email submissions may be made to w3dad@amsat.org

The Feedback is published monthly (except December) as the newsletter of the Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

Permission is granted to reprint from this publication provided credit is given.

     Editor:  Kevin Arber, W3DAD 301-725-0038 w3dad@amsat.org

Publisher: Dan Blasberg, KA8YPY 301-345-7381 ka8ypy@arrl.net
Editor’s Bit
Welcome to the April issue of FEEDBACK.  The new deadline for FEEDBACK is the Sunday after the second Wednesday, May 12. 
Check out the nice article from Bill KI7AO on using APRS while traveling.   
Don’t miss the April meeting combined with PVRC.

John Johnston W3BE
to Speak At April Meeting
 
A few years back, I was the speaker at the PVRC Christmas Party.  My topic was the Frankford Radio Club of Philadelphia, PA, which has long been PVRC's biggest rival and for which I was the President for a couple terms immediately before moving here in 1971.  I searched my old paper files, but I must not have retained a copy.  I seem to remember someone asking for a copy after the Party and I must have given them my copy,  It may be on a disk and I'll keep on searching, but hope is fading fast. 
 
I did find my PVRC badge and membership certificate, dated March 27, 1972, as well as a lot of the material that I used for the banquet talk.  Unfortunately, I did not find a paper that one of the founders, Bill Grenfeld, gave me about the beginnings of PVRC right after WWII when it was called the Aurora Radio Club.  I had used information from that paper in my talk.  Most of the PVRC members at the banquet were unfamiliar with the club's beginnings.
 
Although I did participate in contesting for several years after arriving on the DC scene, both at my QTH and at PVRC multi-multi stations, for various reasons I took a break from the action.  For one, I came under close scrutiny at the FCC on several occasions because of my cozy ties to the amateur service community and possible conflicts of interest.  
 
So, I have a lot of stories to tell about how contesting came about and the wonderful hams who made it all possible.  If you think that the LARC's would like to hear me carry on about that for a while, I am available 'cuz I seem to like to hear myself talk about ham radio... and most anything else for that matter.
 
You LARC folks sure do have you're act together.  Thanks for tolerating me.  Let me know of any way that I can help. (W3BE)
  

An Autobiography of W3YD
To make a short story long:

I’ve been asked several times why I chose W3YD for my call sign during the vanity call orgy several years ago, so I thought I would write a short history of amateur radio, at least from my point of view, and hopefully answer that question in the process.

I don’t remember why I wanted to become a ham; but my (doctor) Dad had a patient who was very active in the hobby, and we got acquainted … he ended up as my “Elmer”.  He was net control for the Mississippi Hurricane net, and could actually talk into the microphone and transmit without touching anything! Norm taught me the code, helped me with the theory, and gave me my novice test in 1960…I was KN5FQO.  Norm loaned me some equipment, and I was on 80 meters with an ARC-6 (xmtr), HQ-138 (rcvr), TR-switch, three crystals, hand-key (so finely tuned that if you breathed on it, you sent a dit!), and a dipole at about forty feet.  And, I was on almost every night  … stories galore about those days.

Back in those days, it was UP or OUT, so after a year I was OUT!  I took the Technician class license by mail, and was K5FQO (dropped the N) for about three months, and decided that I had better get my general license (all privileges of hamdom, at that time).  Went to New Orleans to upgrade … another batch of stories related to that adventure. (Remember I said I was on the air almost every night … I was good at 20+ wpm, without even trying … straight key to boot!)

I was a student at Mississippi State University; their ham club call sign was W5YD.  (Back in those days there were only W’s and K’s, and the W?Yx call signs were reserved for educational institutions.)  Many a night caught us few student/hams in the shack … we had to sneak in through a window in the Engineering bldg, and be sure not to break the beer bottles on the way in  (we were drinking quart-size Schlitz, and  the guards in the building just looked the other way, since ham radio was a “mystery”, and they knew we would behave ourselves anyway.)   We had a BC-610 (an old army AM xmtr )… kept the place warm, and if you forgot to turn on the external modulator, the SSB nets really got “exercised”, but they quickly figured it was us, and reminded us to “turn it on, guys”.  While I worked 75 fone, the guys drank the beer; when the guys worked CW I drank the beer  … it was a good 50/50.  We always caused some BCI to the local dorms, so we always said “good night to the angels in Calloway Hall”, the gals in the all-girl dormitory about 100 yards from the shack … I think they enjoyed that, and they never really complained; they even said “hi” now and then!  (One of them actually married me! … she’s my first, current (37+), and last wife!!!! HIHI)

Anyway, the whole point of this story is that W5YD was my first real HF/fone operation!

I digress.  As K5FQO I was assigned by the Air Force to W3-land, and again, “back in those days” your call sign had to reflect your QTH.  So, I applied for a “3” call, and got W3DQI.  Later, I was PCS’ed to Minot AFB, ND. Since I was in the AF, I asked for my K5 call back (should have thought about this many years earlier.)  But, for $25.00 I retrieved my K5. One year later, I was out of the AF, back in MD, and asked for my W3 call again.  Yep, for $25 I got it back.

Now, for today’s world: when the vanity system came out in the mid 1990s, I had several options:  my wife’s advice was “don’t do anything … you’ve been DQI for over twenty years.”  My choices were to keep domestic tranquility, OR: risk it!  My priority list to the FCC was: W3YD, W3LM, W3CR (my initials), and others, including K5FQO.  As you know, Roger (ex-N3MIJ) listed W3LM as his first choice; we both scored our first choice, and ham radio has not been the same since.  (W3YD)

ON THE ROAD WITH APRS

Some of you old timers may recall that I wrote a column for the Feedback in the early 1990s entitled Northwest Notes. This is my first effort in a while, so.....

I first became attracted to APRS (Automatic Position Reporting System) last summer at our northwest amateur convention in Seaside, OR, at a seminar given by Dave - K7GPS (note that suffix).  As ARES EC for Kittitas County, WA I saw the value of APRS for our SAR (Search and Rescue) efforts. So a number of us put together independent base, mobile and portable APRS stations, and last fall we tested our first APRS net. We’re fortunate to have a nearby mountaintop digipeater (at 7000 feet) that covers most of our county. The Boeing ARS donated another digipeater that covers much of the rest.
In early winter we demonstrated APRS at a SAR gathering. Folks were impressed, with the tracking, and the ability to send short emails. Now we’re looking to equip our county mobile command posts with the system. We conducted our operations on a packet frequency, as opposed to the national APRS frequency, something I would recommend for any local emergency or ARES operation.
For myself I decided to take APRS on the road as we drove across country this winter, but I also wanted the HF capability. I settled on a Kenwood D700A dual band mobile, which has a built in TNC.  For the GPS input I used the Magellan 315, because of its size and ease of use, virtually any GPS unit with a NMEA output can be used for APRS. Most “brand name” TNCs can also be configured for the system,
So how does the APRS system operate?  Basically the GPS unit is constantly inputting the vehicles’ position to the radio. At whatever interval I select, the latest position is transmitted by the radio on the national APRS frequency of 144.390 MHz. If my signal can be received by one (or more) simplex digipeaters, also operating on that frequency, then I’m in the system.  If the digipeater or a subsequent digi is tied to a HF gateway, on 10.151 MHz, then I’m into the nationwide system, and can be seen on the national server, (along with thousands of other amateur base, mobile, portable APRS stations) and on a special web page map.findu.com/(callsign)  that is available to anyone.
This web page let all our family and friends track us on our journey, so accurately that as we accessed our email from various stops across the country we were pleased to receive messages from all over telling us exactly where we were.

The web page provides a readout of the stations’ location in plain English (e.g.  44.5 miles north of Yakima, WA) gives the exact latitude and longitude of the station, the speed (if the station is in motion) and how long ago the data was received. The station is also pinpointed on three maps of different scales. For amateurs with an APRS program loaded in their computers, there is a lot more data available, including altitude of the station, short textual messages sent with the stations’ location report, email exchanges, and the ability to plot the station (represented by an icon) on a county, state, or national map, to save the stations’ course or “track”, rerun it, etc. Additionally the operators address, etc. can be accessed using an interactive callbook program taken from the FCC database.

WinAPRS (for Windows) program which I have in my home computer and laptop works with either the Precision Maps CD or DeLorme Street Atlas CD. I use the Precision system as it has better detail on the rural areas of Washington. WinAPRS, and other APRS programs (and maps) can be downloaded from a number of web sites. After paying a one time registration fee a “key’ is provided so that you don’t have to enter your unique parameters each time you open the program.

Even without a computer, there is a lot of info available. The small screen on my Kenwood D700A can send and receive emails and tell me the following about an APRS signal received - callsign, type (digi, mobile, etc) latitude and longitude, grid square, bearing/azimuth from me, miles from me and a short status message from the station. The Kenwood stores the 40 most recent stations received. Also I can access my own position, status message I’m sending, etc. Messages received for me are stored separately.

In order for my system to function properly, I have to preset certain values in the radios’ APRS memory, such as:
MY CALLSIGN - KI7AO-9 (mobile),KI7AO (base), KI7AO-10 (digi), etc.

MY POSITION - lets me enter my latitude/longitude if I’m not mobile and/or not using GPS input

STATION ICON - selects from dozens of icons for base, mobiles, boats, etc.

PACKET PATH - normally RELAY, WIDE 3-3 as a mobile, meaning my signal can be relayed and/or repeated through three digipeaters

PACKET TX - how I want the packets sent, by the mike PTT, or automatically

TX INTERVAL - every 3 min, (mobile) or 30 min. (base) or some other time

STATUS MESSAGE - such as “monitoring 146.520” sent with reports

STATUS RATE - send the above with every position report, or every other report, every third report, etc.

PACKET SPEED - my GPS and TNC work at 9600 bps; the radio and TNC talk at 1200 bps

DIGI FUNCTION - whether I want to serve as a digipeater for other stations

BEEP FUNCTION - mine is set to beep only when I receive a message or a comeback (ACK) from a digipeater, so I know I’m into the system

AUTO MESSAGE REPLY - a short message which says that I’m mobile and can’t respond to an incoming message right now

POSITION LIMIT - limits the distance that I want to receive signals from - very useful for a local or SAR net

As with all modern stuff, there are lots of other programmable functions that I haven’t even learned as yet.
Well, I hope this has interested some of you. For more info on APRS there are a number of good web sites to check out:

www,aprs.net, www.tapr.org, www.nwaprs.net      www.rutgers.edu/aprs

73, DE  KI7AO

MINUTES FOR MARCH 2002

Laurel Amateur Radio Club

The meeting opened at 1930 with 19 members and guests attending.

Minutes for the previous meeting were approved without change.
Our treasurer, Jerry Siegel/N3WSG, reported the club has $580.57 in available funds.  Incidentally, our Silent Key fund now contains $94.20.  
Dennis Fitzgerald/K3TD was our speaker.  Dennis explained how the upcoming DX CQ SSB contest would function.  This included a hands-on demonstration of the NIMM logging software, which will be used.  This program, although comprehensive, is somewhat complex, and Dennis volunteered to set it up for the beginning of the contest.  Some effort went into this presentation and the club is grateful to Dennis.
Dan Blasberg, Jr./KA8YPY, our FAR representative, summarized the latest developments at the Foundation.  Among them is the decision to publish Auto-Call on a bi-monthly basis.  
Diane Zimmerman, Laurel VEC, reported the new Extra Class question pool is now on the ARRL web page.  Questions become effective 1 July.  
Our President, Jim Cross/WI3N, reported on ARES/RACES developments.  These pertain principally to coordination with regional hospitals for establishment of radio facilities for use in emergencies.  More detailed reporting on this matter will be found in the next edition of Auto-Call.
The Timonium Hamfest is coming up on 7 April at the Timonium Fairgrounds.
Also, the Club is planning for support of the 32nd Annual Montpelier Spring Festival occurring in Laurel on 5 May from 1200 until 1800.
Next will be the Main Street parade on 11 May.

FAR’s Hamfest is now FARFESTl and will be held in conjunction with the Columbia Amateur Radio Club on 7 and 8 September at the Howard County Fairgrounds.
The following radio has been reported stolen:  Yaesu FT-8100R with decode module and bearing Serial Number: 0G350398.  Anyone having information on this is asked to contact Russell Kaufman, N3YI.

President Jim Cross/Wi3N won this month’s 50/50.

Respectfully submitted,

Edgar Rummel/KB3DVC

Secretary

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONTESTS
May 25/26

CQ WW WPX Contest, CW
June 8-10

ARRL June VHF QSO Party

June 22/23

ARRL Field Day

August 10/11

Maryland-DC QSO Party
August 10-11th 

WAE CW
September 14-15th 
WAE SSB

HAMFESTS

April 28

New Castle, DE – Pen Del ARC

May 4
Grasonville, MD - Kent Island ARC & Anne Arundel ARC
May 5
Hagerstown - Antietam Radio Asso
May 17 – 19
Dayton Hamvention

CALENDAR
April 27

Christmas in April

May 5
AMSAT-DC MEETING AND SPACESEMINAR
May 5: 
Montpelier

May 11: 
Main Street
May 18
Laurel 

VE Test Session
June 8/9
Laurel 

ACS Relay for Life

July 6

Laurel

Special Event
FREE
FCC AMATEUR RADIO

EXAMS

MONTHLY EVERY THIRD SATURDAY

EXCEPT DECEMBER

9 AM -- WOMENS CLUB OF LAUREL

384 MAIN STREET

ADVANCED REGISTRATION

JOHN CREEL – 301-572-5124

Bring original license, CSCEs, Photo ID
