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THE FEEDBACK

Volume 02  Issue 05
May 2002

THE   AMATEUR   RADIO   NEWSLETTER

Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

PO Box 146 Laurel, MD 20725-146
http://www.larcmd.org
   email:  larc@larcmd.org

Meetings and Nets:

( 1st, 3rd, 5th Wednesdays:

On-the-air Net at 8:30pm on 147.225+ PL156.7 (no tone required during nets)

( 2nd Wednesday:

Informal/Social Gathering at 7:00pm – Tubby’s Restaurant; Rt. 198, 1 mile West of I-95

( 4th Wednesday:

Monthly Meeting at 7:30pm - The Woman’s Club of Laurel, 384 Main Street, Laurel

( Nightly:

Informal Net/Rag-Chew from 9-11pm on 147.540

Repeater: 442.500+ PL 156.7 Hz
UHF Simplex: 445.975, VHF Simplex 147.54 
Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

c/o Kevin Arber, W3DAD

PO Box 294

Savage, MD 20763


FIRST CLASS MAIL

Next Meeting:

May 22, 2002




THE LAUREL AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

Officers:


President:
Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com

Vice-President:
HD (Frank Scott)
K3HDM
301-773-0155
hdm@prodigy.net

Secretary:
Ed Rummel
KB3DVC
301-422-6963
erummel@worldnet.att.net


Treasurer:
Jerry Siegel
N3WSG
301-937-1174
j_siegel@compuserve.com

Past President:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net
Other LARC Positions and Contacts:


FAR Representatives:
Dan Blasberg
KA8YPY
301-345-7381
ka8ypy@arrl.net

Laurel VEC:
Diane Zimmerman
AA3OF
301-937-0394
aa3of@arrl.net

LARC VE Testing:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


AutoCall Reporter:
Ed Rummel
KB3DVC
301-422-6963
erummel@worldnet.att.net

T-MARC/D-MARC Rep:
OPEN





Public Information Officer:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Youth Programs:
Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net


Education and Training:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Technical Specialist:
Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
w3dad@amsat.org


ARES/RACES  Coordinators:
Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com


Official Emergency Station:
Pat Gormley
KK3F
301-864-4694



Official Bulletin Station:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


Official Bulletin Station: 
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net

Official Bulletin Station:
Al Brown
KZ3AB
301-490-3188
kz3ab@arrl.net


Official Relay Station:
Pat Gormley
KK3F
301-864-4694



Official Relay Station: 
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net

LARC Special Interest Groups and Mentors:


Antennas:
Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
w3dad@amsat.org


Packet Radio/APRS:
Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net


Repeaters:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


Satellite/EME:
OPEN

ARRL Field Organization:


 Atlantic Division Director:
Bernie Fuller
N3EFN
814-763-1529
n3efn@arrl.org


Atlantic Division Vice Director:
William C. Edgar
N3LLR
814-362-1250
n3llr@arrl.org


MD/DC Section Manager:
Tom Abernethy
W3TOM
301-292-6263
w3tom@arrl.org

MD/DC Asst Section Manager:
Brian R Davids
KA3WWI
(202)366-0507

MD/DC Emergency Coord:
Mike Carr
WA1QAA
410-799-0403
bamcc@erols.com


Affiliated Club Coordinator:
Tony Young
WA3YLO
301-262-1917
tonyy@juno.com

MDC Section Bulletin Manager
Al Brown
KZ3AB
301-490-3188
kz3ab@arrl.net

Items to be published in The Feedback should be submitted by the second Wednesday of the month.  Email submissions may be made to w3dad@amsat.org

The Feedback is published monthly (except December) as the newsletter of the Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

Permission is granted to reprint from this publication provided credit is given.

     Editor:  Kevin Arber, W3DAD 301-725-0038 w3dad@amsat.org

Publisher: Dan Blasberg, KA8YPY 301-345-7381 ka8ypy@arrl.net
Editor’s Bit
Feedback is published each month except December.  Items for publication must be received prior to the Sunday following the second Wednesday of the month; June 16th.  

The April meeting was very interesting with two talks.  N3OC Brian talked about the history and current activities of the PVRC.  This was followed by an excellent talk by W3BE, John.  W3BE covered a short history of ham radio in the USA, augmented N3OC’s talk on PVRC and lauded the LARC club for its many activities.  He singled out the LARC VEC as not only raising the bar professionally, but also acting as a break to contain the cost of amateur FCC examinations.  
Laurel Main Street Festival: 11 May 02

NetCon communications were conducted on 442.500 LARC repeater. Parade communications Op’s were using 147.540, simplex. And Dave, the electrician, was using 154.570; NetCon had a direct link with him. NetCon, again, was not supplied an HT for the Department of Public Works, which would have been handy when the occurrence of 'liquidy horse exhaust' happened in the center of the street!

06:25 AML: NetCon Operational

09:12 AML: Parade start.

10:12 AML Parade end.

4:00 PML: NetCon QRT. 

15 Op’s, as follows: (P-Parade, S-Shadow, R-Roving, PKT-Packet)

N3TZA……………..Joe (P)

W3YD……………...Pud (NetCon)

K3HDM…………… HD (NetCon) N3JMK….……….…Matt (R)

WI3N……………....Jim (P Head)

KT3D……………….Dennis (PKT/P)

KD5ENP …………. Larry (S) K3IOG……………...Howard (R)

AC3WC…………....Charles (R) KA8YPY……………Dan (PKT/P/R)

KB3DVC………...…ED (P/R) 


KB3BWR ………… Toby (S)

NX3K …………..….Ken (S) 


WV3D ……………. Kevin (S)

N3XOR …………... Chauncey (R)

Stopping by:

N3GHP, N3TJF, & Hester Lehnert, KA3GVR

Again this year a Packet station was set up to pass "hard copies" of the parade line-up to the Reviewing Stand. This year a 2m frequency was used, with no failures. All messages were reliably received at the reviewing location. Thanks to KA8YPY/Dan and KT3D/Dennis for their efforts to put these capabilities in place for this event. 

PUD comment:  as we were closing down, a couple stopped by the netcon site and commented on how they really appreciated the comments and announcements from “info booth”  … never saw HD blush so much, but have to admit: “he was good”!  (not the first time he’s been noticed, BTW)

It appeared, even with the crafts event in Upper Marlboro, Main Street attendance was up this year. The weather was wonderful, clear and moderately cool. 

Lost and Found items were down, for the second year. But, lost parents were up ! (due to an increased attendance ?)

Areas of concern: 

1) We need an Op with the EMT, KA8YPY/Dan had to run up to them, a block away, when the Mayor collapsed from the heat !!! Thanks Dan 

2) Same as 2000, 2001, NO Programs, what a pain at NetCon !
3) Frank Gossman should be readily accessible during the period when the bands are playing !
Respectfully submitted by,

K3HDM/HD 

ARES/RACES


The Prince George’s County ARES/RACES group has just completed two public service events. On April 20 we set up a net control position and stationed personnel at the two stops for the MS Walk-A-Thon. It walkers began at the Tucker Road Rec Center and walked along the pathway on Henson Creek. Five members participated with HD/K3HDM as NCS, Ed/KB3DVC at the first stop about a mile and a quarter into the course, and Dennis/KT3D and Hugh/K3HU at the turnaround point. Jim/WI3N shuttled materials in between points. We found that with the 2M antenna mounted about 25 feet on the pole on HD’s truck we could work simplex on 5W. Only had to shuttle back one exhausted walker. There were over 300 walkers participating.


On April 27, we helped with Christmas in April as in past years. We had 15 members and some spouses as navigators participate. Part of the exercise was to drive to the houses and check to make sure that everything was going well. We handled several requests for supplies, tradesmen, and other questions. For us, one of the main reasons to help with this event was to be able to run some tests on our equipment at the Emergency Operations Center. As operators stopped at their sites, they would call as they were able on 2M, 220, and 440 simplex. We noted their signal strengths at different power levels which will help us determine our coverage. 


A group has been attending the regular meetings of the county hospitals. We are working on issues such as access, where we will sit, getting the hospitals to purchase some equipment and so forth. The national accrediting agency for hospitals requires them to have a plan for emergency communications and to drill. We will establish a hospital net linking them with the Office of Emergency Management and each other. This will be very important if there is a major disaster, since each hospital has limited surge capacity.


We’ve also been surveying sites with the Health Department to help them design a plan for use with the National Pharmaceutical Supply program. They are looking at possible sites from which to dispense medications in the event of a bio-terrorism or chemical incident. Depending where the incident happens, our county may be the regional warehouse for the supplies. RACES will play a large part in their communications plan, and only amateurs who are enrolled in RACES and have been involved in the drills will be able to participate. 


For the tornado which swept through Charles and Calvert Counties, we moblized ten of our members Sunday evening and were parked at the Equestrian Center in Upper Marlboro on a county bus, ready to go to either county when called. By midnight it was determined that there were enough hams on site and we stood down. There were 20 members on standby the next day in case Charles County needed additional support. 


There are three requirements to being called upon to participate in a disaster. First, you must be enrolled in the ARES/RACES program, which involves filling out some forms and getting proper credentials. Second, you need to make a commitment to participate in training through meetings and the on the ARES net on the odd Tuesdays at 2030 on the 146.61 repeater. Third, you need to be involved in the exercises which will be run from the various facilities we will staff in a disaster. Our goal is to be able to provide our emergency management people with amateur radio operators who are trained in proper net control procedures, traffic handling, and who can perform the role required of them in an emergency. It’s too late to try to learn new skills in the middle of a crisis. By training beforehand the skills you need will become second nature. (Filed 4/30/02)

73 de 
Jim/WI3N


PRGE EC/RO

Minutes for the LARC meeting

4-24-02

The meeting was opened by President Jim Cross/WI3N at 1935.  Introductions around the room were made, noting that a longtime member, Russ/N3AUQ, was in town briefly on his journey to Maine.

Jerry/N3WSG our treasurer announced that we have $766 in the bank, $582 available with $184 encumbered in the Silent Key fund and other special accounts. 

The membership was reminded about the seven major events on our calendar. Namely, Montpelier Festival – May 5, Main Street Festival – May 11, Pallotti 5K Run Walk – June 1, American Cancer Society Relay for Life – June 8-9, Field Day June 23-24, the Fourth of July parade on July 6, and our Special Event on July 7.

Dan/KA8YPY was congratulated on his ascension to the presidency of FAR. He commented that unless current trends are reversed, FAR may be out of business by the end of the year. It is hoped that the combined FAR/CARA hamfest in the fall will be successful.

ARES/RACES is surveying sites with the Health Department for the dispensing of pharmaceuticals in the event of a biological or chemical incident and also working with the county hospitals to establish operating positions. Christmas in April is coming up April 27 and will be used as a test of the EOC capabilities. They just helped with the MS Walkathon in Oxon Hill April 20.

It was noted with regret that member James Sharp/N5XNS was moving back to TX. James has been very helpful with the club repeater and in ARES/RACES. We wish him well.

Pud/W3YD introduced Brian/N3OC, president of Potomac Valley Radio Club, who gave a presentation on some of its history and its current status. This qualifies as one of our mandated local PVRC affiliate meetings. 

Then Pud introduced John Johnston/W3BE, our main speaker and a LARC member. John worked for the FCC for many years. Through his affiliations with various interest groups in amateur radio, John has been privileged to meet many of the people who have helped shape the Amateur Radio Service. He shared many of his experiences with us, particularly as they relate to one of his passions, contesting. His talk was appreciated by all. 

The two final pieces of business were to approve a motion to purchase an interface between the Kenwood 450 transceiver and the computer. This will aid in the logging during the contesting. Kevin/WV3D won the 50-50 drawing. (WI3N)
FAR Minutes

April 11, 2001

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 P.M. on April 10, 20021 at the Laurel Women's Club in Laurel, MD by President, Mary Morris (N4TCI).

There were 16 representatives and one visitor, representing 17 clubs. Those in attendance

where:

Dan Blasberg    KA8YPY    Laurel ARC/GMRA

Hugh Katz        
K3HU        Voice of America ARC

Chip Weems   
W4PBG     Historical Electronics                                            Museum ARC

Tim Titus    
 W1TRT     Columbia ARA/HEMARC

Mary Morris    
 N4TCI       Mt. Vernon ARC

William Riley      N3SNU     Prince George's County REACT

Pud Reaver      W3YD        Laurel ARC/Prince George's County ARES/RACES

Tim Dugan        KA3YYP      MD/DC MARS/Anne Arundel RC

William Hatfield   W3QX        Montgomery ARC

Don Kirby         KR3A        Calvert ARC

Tinsley Meekins    K3RUQ       Easton ARS

Paul Wachter         W3PAW Easton ARS

John Johnston        W3BE        QCWA #91

Jim Tilton     KD3JA       Central Maryland ARC

Page Pyne    WA3EOP      Cheese Hollow ARS/ Antietam RA

John Chitwood    K3RGB       Visitor/Scholarship Committee

Secretary's Report: The minutes for March were approved as sent.

Treasurer's Report: Tim Titus (W1TRT) presented the current balance sheet, it was accepted.

Auto-Call - Dan Blasberg (KA8YPY) reported that he had 24 subscriptions sold and 15 individual copies sold at the Timonium Hamfest. Dan advised that there would be an Auto-Call Table at York Hamfest on Apr 21, New Castle, DE Hamfest on April 28 and at Hagerstown, MD on May 5. If anyone would like to volunteer to help, please contact Dan at KA8YPY@ARRL.NET

There was also further discussion of the motion passed last month on moving to a bi-monthly publishing schedule. Several items need to be looked at to include the feedback from the survey to appear in the May issue as well as how to replace content that would no longer be current in a bi-monthly format.

Survivors' Assistance - Dan Blasberg (KA8YPY) reported that FAR had several tailgate spots at Timonium and did very well as well as several tables

provided by BARC.

Scholarship - There was no report.

ARRL Report - There was no report.

Hamfest - Tim Titus (W1TRT) reported that several vendors have already been signed as well as some of the events and meetings have been set. The date

is September 7 and 8, 2002 at the Howard County Fairgrounds. The next meeting will be held at Denny's in Laurel, MD at 7:00 P.M.

Old Business - There was no old business.

Nominating Committee - The following slate was presented to the membership for approval: President, Dan Blasberg (KA8YPY); Executive Vice-president,

William Hatfield (W3QX); Vice-presidents, Hugh Turnbull (W3ABC), John Chitwood (K3RGB); Treasurer, Tim Titus (W1TRT); Secretary, Mary Morris (N3TCI). The slate was approved with no opposition.

New Business - Easton ARS presented its application for approval and acceptance. After a brief overview of the club by Paul Wachter (W3PAW), a motioned was passed to accept the club.

A motion was entered and passed to approve Paul Wachter (W3PAW) and Tinsley Meekins (K3RUQ) as representatives for Easton ARS. Both were approved as representatives.

Announcements -April 21 York, PA Hamfest

             April 28 Delaware State Convention, New Castle, DE

             May 4 Kent Island Hamfest

             May 5 Hagerstown Hamfest

Meeting adjourned at 8:27 P.M.

The next meeting will be held at 8:00 PM on Wednesday May 8, 2002 at the

Lee Center in Alexandria, VA

                  Respectfully submitted,

                  Daniel C. Blasberg Jr.

                  KA8YPY

                  FAR Recording Secretary
LARC Regional PVRC Meeting

The LARC PVRC contingent held their regular quarterly meeting after the regular LARC meeting in April.  Those in attendance were HD/K3HDM, Dan/KA8YPY, Jim/WI3N, Dennis/KT3D, Bill/N3XL, Kevin/W3DAD, Andy/N7PD, Joe/N3TZA, Pud/W3YD, John/W3BE, and our guest speaker Brian/N3OC, president of the PVRC.  

Brian gave a short “state of the PVRC” overview.  He mentioned that the CW WPX in mid-May is the last HF contest for PVRC, but that there are several VHF contests that could be fun throughout the summer. The HF season starts again in October.

After Brian’s remarks John Johnston, W3BE, a LARCer, gave a short presentation on his life as a contester … starting with a club in PA, and then coming to the WDC area and joining PVRC, and its predecessor club (Aurora).

After-meeting comments indicated this was one of the best programs LARC has had in recent years, and we sincerely thank both gentlemen for their thoughts.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONTESTS
May 25/26

CQ WW WPX Contest, CW
June 8-10

ARRL June VHF QSO Party

June 22/23

ARRL Field Day

August 10/11

Maryland-DC QSO Party
August 10-11th 

WAE CW
September 14-15th 
WAE SSB

HAMFESTS

June 16
Frederick ARC http://www.qsl.net/k3erm
June 23
Easton ARS http://www.ajfox.com/ears/
July 4
Harrisburg Radio Amateur Club http://hrac.tripod.com/July4.htm
July 28
Baltimore Radio Amateur TV  Society (BRATS) http://www.bratsatv.org
Aug 11
Hilltop Transmitting Assn., York ARC, & Southern PA Communications Group
http://www.carli-online.com/hamfest
Sep 7/8
Maryland-DC Section Convention
Columbia ARA & Foundation for Amateur Radio
http://www.fall-fest.com
CALENDAR
June 8/9
Laurel 

ACS Relay for Life

July 6

Laurel

4th of July Parade
July 7

Laurel

LARC Special Event
FREE
FCC AMATEUR RADIO

EXAMS

MONTHLY EVERY THIRD SATURDAY

EXCEPT DECEMBER

9 AM -- WOMENS CLUB OF LAUREL

384 MAIN STREET

ADVANCED REGISTRATION

JOHN CREEL – 301-572-5124

Bring original license, CSCEs, Photo ID
